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Ed Robinson, Lily Pioneer 

By Leanne Dowd, August, 2017 

 

 

 

      John and Ellen Robinson emigrated from Leicester, England to Nova Scotia in 1825. 
Edward, one of seven children in the family, was born in Granpre, Nova Scotia in the 
Annapolis valley in 1902. His father was a fruit farmer but selling apples at 50c a 
barrel was too little to support a family of seven. The family moved to a grain farm at 
Chater, Manitoba east of Brandon in the spring of 1905. Following that, they moved to 
Bradwardine, Manitoba, northeast of Virden. By 1911 they had moved to the East Bay 
area and set up a farm operation. The children’s names were John Jr., Fred, Edward, 
Howard, Dorothy, Evelyn and Mary. Edward’s love of nature and plant life, in 
particular, was nourished by his upbringing. Ed grew up helping his father manage the 
home gardens. 

     Still living and working in East Bay at the age of 27, Ed met, courted and married 
Ivy Helen Durham in 1930. Ivy, born April 11, 1907, was originally from La Riviere, 
Manitoba. Ivy took her Normal School Training in Manitou, Manitoba in 1927. She was 
in East Bay teaching at the time she met Ed. Following the wedding, Ed and Ivy 
established their first home in East Bay. It was here that they began to develop what 
would become their life’s work. Ivy gave up teaching to work full time in the nursery 
and she and Ed also started a family, eventually having one son, Elmer, and three 
daughters, Shirley, Rita and Margaret. By 1941 they were advertizing as Gaybird 
Nursery. A classified ad in the Dauphin Herald and Press, 17 April, 1941 reads “For 
Sale-White Wyandote chicks hatched April 1st, $12.50 per 100, 6 years, no reactors to 
blood testing, good laying strain. Canada Red rhubarb $1.25, Pixwell gooseberries 25c, 
Rescue apple 75c each. Nursery list. Gaybird Nursery, East Bay, Man.” Of note, Ed’s 
brother Fred also took up farming in the area and was well known for his early 
tomatoes and crabapples. His yard was full of trees, flowers and roses. It appears the 
love of flora was a common thread within the family.  
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In 1944, Ivy and Ed moved to Wawanesa, Manitoba so the children could get a better 
education,  purchasing a huge home on 6 ½ acres of land at 124 Euclid Street, on the 
northeast corner of town beside the original school. The house was as unique as the 
man. It was built and owned by Dr. Charles Morley Vanstone who practiced medicine 
in Wawanesa from 1895-1910. It was constructed of bricks made in a yard and fired in a 
kiln one mile south of the house. A full two and a half stories, with two chimneys, a 
widow’s walk, double veranda and round windows in the attic dormer windows, it was 
built to last. The Robinsons were the second owners of this fine home (now considered a 
heritage site). The house was hidden from view behind dense bushes and trees and the 
aging porches supported an overgrowth of Virginia creeper. Visitors to the nursery and 
greenhouse would be greeted by a humble wooden sign ‘ Gaybird Nursery’ at the end of 
the drive. A rock wall covered with ferns and mosses lined the driveway. Many bird 
feeders dotted the lawns. With the house anchoring the property in the bottom 
northwest corner, the 6 ½ acres stretched south up a hill towards the escarpment 
bordering the Souris River below.  

 

       In addition to the nursery, Ed was also a beekeeper and mink farmer. Initial 
nursery stock consisted of selections from Boughen’s and Skinner’s nurseries in 
Manitoba. Ed sold divisions, seedlings and seeds from plants he hybridized and/or 
selected for unique attributes. He enjoyed entering his work competitively in those 
early years and it had the added bonus of increasing his public visibility as a nursery 
owner. The Brandon Daily Sun, Thursday, July 7, 1949 contained an article titled 
“Horticulture Show is Drawing Much Attention: Profusion of Peonies in Show; Bees 
and Honey Entries Heavier”. Of particular interest is mention of Ed’s entries. “Gaybird 
Nursery of Wawanesa, owned by Edward Robinson, also sent a large number of 
exhibits with emphasis on individual and basket peonies” and also “Edward Robinson of 
Wawanesa was a constant winner with three firsts for observation hive, comb honey 
and wax display. He also took second and third prizes for granulated and liquid 
honey”. In an apiarist show in Portage La Prairie in August, 1953, there were 27 
entries. Robinson won second prize for his granulated honey and second prize for 
beeswax. 
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                                                                                            Buttercup Peony 

     Various ads in local newspapers of the time paint a picture of what Gaybird 
Nursery had to offer in those earlier years of operation.  It included bedding plants, cut 
flowers, funeral sprays, potted African violets, perennials, ornamentals, roses, fruit 
trees, shrubs and evergreens.  Robinson’s focus was on varieties of plants that exhibited 
disease resistance and those that could survive extreme hardships. In terms of desirable 
traits, in fruits, he was looking for superior taste, hardiness, disease resistance and 
ripening date. In flowering ornamentals he looked at colour, flower substance, length of 
bloom period and hardiness. Habits like self-seeding, aggressiveness and drought 
tolerance were also noted. Advertizing plants, seeds and produce in the local 
newspapers gave way to a mail order business after his success from an ad in the 
Western Producer resulted in orders for 200 packets of sand cherry seeds at 25c a 
packet from acr0ss the prairies. Catalogue distribution eventually grew to include 
Europe, Australia, Japan and all across North America. Catalogues were updated and 
mailed out each spring. Over 40 years it evolved to an 8 page offering of prairie-hardy 
plants from apples, pears, apricots and nuts to ornamentals, perennials, houseplants 
Ed’s hybrids and selective native plants. These catalogues, which carried a description 
of each variety, would also serve as a historical record of successful hybrids newly 
introduced for sale which existed nowhere else. 

       

    Legros Red Delphinium        Powderpuff Simonette                         Meteor Cherry                                          Ottawa Apples   

                                                              Hollyhock 
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                   Souris Monarda                                   Gladiolus                      Jumping-pound Pincherry                         Bittersweet 

 

                                                                

                                                                    Crimson Glory Daylily                           Pink Lupines                           

     In spite of the nursery fronting as typical and offering the usual items, what wasn’t 
typical was the man behind the operation. Driven to create improved, prairie hardy 
varieties, Ed experimented with cross-breeding of ornamentals including roses, lilacs, 
pears, apricots, peaches, peonies and lilies. His successes included the Wawanesa 
raspberry, Rosalee rose, rosy pink with large, double blooms, and the Red Cleft 
elderberry. As time went on, his love affair with lilies, which he stated began in 1933, by 
the 1950s was a full time obsession. It was in the early ‘50s that Robinson began 
hybridizing lilies. He began with a few Isabella Preston and Frank Skinner hybrids. 
His initial efforts at crossing netted him enough seed that he was able to raise between 
two and three thousand lily bulbs. From all of these came 21 Asiatic lilies notable 
enough to name. Most were later registered, a few were not. The first of Robinson’s 
named hybrids were Goldfind, Spotted Gold, Citrus Pride, Lemon Lode, Lemon Jade, 
Grandstand, Orange Flare, Evening Star, Copperface, Tanglow, Radiant Glow, Sunglow, 
Candlebuds, Red Spire, Orange Crown, Yellow Totem, Garnet Gem (syn. January Jewel), 
Gaybird Gem and Shining Star. 
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                                                                                                     Red Spire 

     The 1960s were no less active or successful in the arena of Asiatic breeding for Mr. 
Robinson. His ‘60s named hybrids included: 1960: Black Cloud and Pastel Jasper, 1961: 
Northern Lights, Lemon Glow and Bloodstone, 1962: Centennial Pink and Sun Valley, 
1965: Ivory Snow, Green Glow, Royal Robes and Snow Bunting, 1966: Ivory Supreme, 
Prairie Fragrance, Prairie Fawn, Lavish Lady, Summer Pageant and Summer Gem, 
1967: Prairie Sunset (syn. Prairie Gold) and Red Orange Bedder, 1968: Coral Seas, 
Garnet Light, Pink Shell and Ribbon Bows, and in 1969: Ivory Sands, Royal Beauty, Ivy 
Helen, Lunar Landing, Manitoba Centennial, Lunar Look and Prairie Treasure. 

         

         Northern Lights                                 Sun Valley                                 Snow Bunting                              Ivory Supreme              

                       

              Prairie Fragrance                               Summer Pageant             Prairie Sunset(Prairie Gold)                  Coral Seas               
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                                                                                                   Ivy Helen 

      One can form an impression of the type of individual Robinson must have been, 
introverted, studious, perhaps somewhat antisocial, more comfortable in his 
greenhouse, library or up in the acres than in the company of people. These qualities of 
character do not, however, detract from the significant contributions he achieved in his 
lifetime. One thing is certain, by the ‘60s, his efforts were being recognized. In the 
Winnipeg Free Press, Thursday, August 3rd, 1967, an article titled “Lily Breeder Lauded” 
was printed. It was part of a column called “Over the Garden Gate”, whereby readers 
would send in questions and R.W. Leslie, landscape consultant, would answer them. It 
read as follows:  

“Q-Manitoba lilies. A reader notes that in a column dealing with prairie flowers and 
some of the people who had bred and introduced them, the name of Ed Robinson was 
omitted from those of breeders of new lilies. 

A-Mr. Robinson of Wawanesa and his talented wife have performed wonders with 
plants. They have enriched our flower possessions greatly and deserve enthusiastic 
appreciation. Unfortunately, the Robinson’s lilies of the Gaybird Nursery, Wawanesa, 
aren’t widely or well known.”  

     The article goes on to underscore the need for better, permanent and well 
maintained demonstration gardens for the protection and public viewing of worthy 
hybridizations as well as listing some of Ed’s Asiatic lily introductions. The Winnipeg 
Free Press, Saturday, March 30, 1968 “Over the Garden Wall” column reads “Following 
is a continuation of last week’s listing of plant introductions:” It continues on to list six 
lilies of Robinson’s, four Martagons and two Asiatics:  Sontsing(1963), Hantsing(1964), 
Tsingense(1964), Dalhanse(1967), Prairie Sunset, syn. Prairie Gold(1967) and Sun 
Valley(1969). 
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                          Sontsing                                           Hantsing                                           Tsingense                                    Dalhanse                                                                

- Praire Sunset (Prairie Gold) and Sun Valley are pictured above . 

 Sontsing was the first Martagon to be released (a cross between the Chinese lily L. 
Tsingtauense from Dr. Skinner and L. martagon Dalhansoni). Ed had cross-pollinated 
the two, sewn seeds in a flat and after some time, set bulbs out. The cross was virtually 
forgotten until the first bloom appeared in 1964. It was the success of crossing these two 
lilies that transformed Ed Robinson from local nurseryman to garnering worldwide 
attention for his hybridizing. It also helped to begin to overcome the reputation of 
Martagons as being difficult to grow. 

     On July 28, 1970 Leslie’s column in the Winnipeg Free Press printed a piece titled 
“Striking Developments in Hardy Garden Lilies”. Leslie gives a flattering account of the 
advancements Ed had made in lily breeding and speaks of his acreage as a “plantation” 
where both his introductions as well as those of other breeders of the time, Dr. F. L. 
Skinner, Dr. C. F. Patterson, Percy H. Wright and A. J. Porter, could be viewed and 
“astonished at the range in types, colors and seasons of blooming shown in his 
selections.” 

     Meanwhile, the breeding of Asiatics continued uninterrupted as well. Varieties 
named in the ‘70s were: 1970: Pink Skyline, Russel Leslie, Ivory Sands, Pink Wachea, 
Prairie Sands and Rosy Light, 1971: Copper Gold, Light Face, Pink Triangle and Radiant 
Pink, 1972: Lilac Chiffon, Burgundy Rose, Cream Orchid, Sulphur Gem, Desert Rose and 
Tourmaline Red, 1973: Harvest Moon, Purple Robes, Pink Floss, Pink Lady, Rosy 
Amber, Prairie Harvest and Panned Gold, 1974: Summer Moon, Pink Spire, New Snow 
and  Snow Brite, 1976: Prairie Fire, Prairie Midget, Pink Lights, Redcoat(Big Red) and 
Redmound, 1977: Amber Lights and Prairie Beauty, 1978: Orange Bedder, Fuscia Swirl, 
Lilian Gold, Winter Moon and Pink Beauty (syn. Pink Change), 1979: Winered, Prairie 
Sky, Arctic Snows, Red Elegance and White Shell.  
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           Radiant Pink                                   Lilac Chiffon                                   Purple Robes                                Summer Moon 

 

                                 

                           Pink Spire                                     Snow Brite                                Red Coat (Big Red)                           Winered 

      With the 6 ½ acre property jammed to capacity with ornamental shrubs, fruit 
bushes, fruit trees and both deciduous and coniferous trees as well as innumerable 
perennials, the Robinsons needed more room to expand and accommodate their 
experimental grounds. At some point during these busy years, they approached their 
good neighbours to the southeast, the Ferris’s. The Ferris property consisted of roughly 
9 acres. Permission was granted and Ed began planting an orchard behind the huge old 
Ferris house. He also under-planted the fruit trees with lilies, lots of them.  

     The Martagons were slower to come to fruition but their spectacular display is a 
wonder and worth the extra wait time. Following the first four listed in Leslie’s column 
in the Winnipeg Free Press, several more were named in the ‘70s, 1973: Autumn 
Harvest (syn. Golden Harvest), Harvest Gem, Ivory Gem, Ivory Jewel, Orchid Gem and 
Redwine, 1977: Golden Green, Margaret Mauve and  Tsing, 1978: Pink Attraction and 
Towering Delight, 1979: Redpath and Stormy Sunset. Also, the only two varieties of 
Trumpet lilies that Ed named were done so in 1978: Primrose Beacon and Ottawa Gem. 



9 
 

       

 Autumn Harvest (Golden Harvest)            Harvest Gem                                        Ivory Gem                           Ivory Jewel 

 

                               

                      Orchid Gem                                      Redwine                                          Golden Green                             Margaret Mauve 

 

                      

                            Tsing                                       Pink Attraction                              Towering Delight                               Redpath 

     It is said “It takes an optimist to plant a tree.” Well, Ed and Ivy planted hundreds 
and then had the infinite patience to wait until they grew, produced fruit,  grafted to 
produce hardier fruit, waited to see how that turned out, or cross-pollinated, hoped for 
seed, collected to plant and nurture and watch in hopes that a new, exciting, never-
before-seen hybrid might present itself, and, if so lucky, to then watch for one or two 
more years to ensure its qualities were consistent and hardy and disease resistant 
before naming it, introducing it to the public for sale and perhaps registering the 
variety if exceptional. The ‘70s were, no doubt, an exceptionally busy and productive 
time. There was full time nursery work, bee hives to tend and hybridization going full 
tilt. Perhaps the cold of winter provided a time of rest, rejuvenation and the 
opportunity to pursue other interests between growing seasons. The Robinsons did find 
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time for other things. Ed preferred to keep to himself reading and had an impressive 
library of books, both general pleasure books and those pertaining to horticulture. He 
studied and became an expert on birds, especially the Eastern bluebird. Part of this 
hobby included putting out nesting boxes and recording successes which won him 
commendation from the Naturalist’s Society.  He also amassed a huge collection of 
aboriginal artifacts, each carefully identified and catalogued as to date and locality 
found. This collection would later be donated to the archaeology department of the 
Brandon University. He also collected driftwood and shells and spent time collecting 
and polishing rocks. Ivy’s pursuits were more community-minded. She was a member of 
the Wawanesa United Church and active in Sunday School in earlier years. She was 
also a 4-H leader for many years and became a member of the Natural History Society 
in later years. She was, as Ed said, “very good at going around like a house on fire 
doing the thousands of jobs” that needed to be done. She was most definitely “the neck 
that turned the head”. 

     In a letter that Ed wrote to an acquaintance dated September 5, 1978, he 
demonstrates in his writing his love for beekeeping and plants: 

     “The above crops made a bumper crop of honey and we will have three thousand 
pound from 15 hives which tough going for a few days extracting. The sunflower honey 
is very yellow and I think we will have to send it to the Co-op. I put the supers back in 
the hives to clean out after the first extracting but instead of doing that they filled 
them up again. The fruit crop is down considerably from last year but all we wanted, 
some nice apples, plums, and only a handful of apricots in which there seems to be a 
great surge of interest as one of our customers from near Edmonton wrote a piece in an 
Eastern magazine stating we were the only source of hardy apricots and we got letters 
from all over Canada even where they can grow good apricots in the milder parts. 

     Must have received over 300 letters as we could not cope with anywhere near that 
number, and they still continue to come..............The lilies were a good show again this 
year and seem to get better every year but sales of bulbs is not so brisk as many going 
into it and prices are getting out of hand $25-$30 and no lily is worth near that much 
no matter how good it is. I have put a ceiling on the very best of mine at $15, yet they 
are crossing some of mine and charging the higher prices, don’t seem fair does it? 

     Last year I had a Class Favourite pear in a pail that bloomed so I used the pollen on 
one spray of John pear the result is two pears which I hope there is a few good seeds 
which will give me a more edible pear than John. 

     Had four sdlg peach trees which I set out last spring have done well and I believe 
you said there was peach fruit at the station last year was there any this year and 
could you get me a few scions late this fall and I could store them over winter where 
they would not winter kill as I (have) three rows of apricot sdlgs so lots to graft onto.” 
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     By the time this letter was written the nursery had been in business in Wawanesa 
for 34 years and Ed was showing no signs of slowing down. Ivy’s health, however, was 
fading. She passed away on January 11th, 1980 in her 72nd year. This must have been a 
tremendous blow to Ed who relied so heavily on her to keep things running smoothly. 
She was buried in the cemetery at La Riviere, where she grew up. During the 1980s Ed 
continued to offer regular nursery stock to customers but the catalogue’s focus 
narrowed to include primarily lilies, daylilies and peonies. The other nursery products 
became a sideshow. 

      Robinson met Barrie Strohman of Neepawa, Manitoba, who would come to be 
known as the “Lily King” by his peers, in 1982 or ’83. Ed introduced him to the L. 
martagon lily. This would turn out to be a very fortuitous meeting as Mr. Strohman 
would later be instrumental in saving much of what was left of Ed’s collection of lilies. 
There were new lilies named in the ‘80s although fewer in number. Asiatics included: 
1981: Peach Pride, White Cap and Ben Red, 1982: Startling, 1984: Summer Tan, 1985: 
Pink Stardom, Baby Pink, First Spring and Pink Show. Martagons named were: 1981: 
Brotsing, Pink Taurade and Yellowood, 1983: Prairie Gem, 1985: Autumn Color, 
Blotchwood, Cadense, Garnet Crystals, Morning Melody, Pink Coral Belle, Red Velour, 
Whitewood and Pink Show, 1989: Redsing. 

               

                      Ben Red                                     Startling                                  Summer Tan                                      Brotsing                                                                                                     
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                 Yellowood                                   Autumn Color                               Blotchwood                                     Cadense 

 

                  

             Morning Melody                            Red Velour                                   Whitewood                                       Pink Taurade 

 

                                                              

                                                                       Redsing                                         Pink Coral Belle 

     Ed closed the nursery in 1990. As his health began to wane, he decided to contact 
Barrie Strohman once again. He granted permission for Barrie to rescue the lilies. By 
this time the property was thoroughly overgrown from lack of maintenance. 
Harvesting 400-600 Martagon bulbs was difficult work as they had to be released from 
the tangle of overgrown beds. Many Asiatics were also rescued at that time. That same 
year, at the 43rd annual Lily Show of the North American Lily Society, the E. H. Wilson 
Award, given to an individual who has had major breeding advances and contributed 
in a substantial way to the genus Lilium, was presented to Ed. By this time, his love 
affair with lilies had lasted for 57+ years. 
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     Edward Robinson passed away at the Wawanesa hospital on January 17, 1992 in his 
90th year. That same year, Barrie Strohman won the Ed Robinson Award for best 
Martagon stem in show. Following Ed’s death, Mr. Strohman appealed to the Manitoba 
Regional Lily Society (MRLS) that they should, working together, strive to find and 
preserve as many of Robinson’s hybrids as possible. He also continued Ed’s work and 
registered some of his hybrids posthumously. These include Asiatics Rita’s Comet and 
Robinson’s Comet and Martagon Raspberry Delight. Martagons Orange Marmalade 
(syn. Tsinson) ,Bronze Medallion and Grace have also been released for sale. There is 
one other Martagon for which a picture exists but it does not exist in the RHS register 
and date of introduction is stated to be pre-1990. Its name is Gaybird.  Mary Catherine 
(syn. Magenta Gem) is also yet to be registered. 

       

     Robinson’s Comet                              Rita’s Comet                            Raspberry Delight                       Orange Marmalade 
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                      Grace                                                Gaybird                                    Bronze Medallion              Mary Catherine(Magenta Gem) 

      In the March, 2007 newsletter of the MRLS, the Heritage Lily Conservation 
Project/Late Ed Robinson of Wawanesa was established. A call to members was put out 
for donations of any of his cultivars still in existence. These would be added to a 
heritage lily bed at the Lily Nook, Neepawa along with lilies of other pioneer 
hybridizers. Nigel Strohman is redesigning the heritage bed as of this writing, 
September, 2016. It will be a stunning garden when in bloom in the years to come with 
each hybridizer given a large circular bed within the garden devoted to their lilies 
alone. Around and among these huge circle beds wind paths and other plantings of 
lilies, hosta and shrubs.  

     There is one more addendum to the story.  In 1992, a couple, Bill and Louise Waldon 
of Hilton, Manitoba sold their farm and wanted to retire to Wawanesa. They loved the 
9 acre Ferris property at the top of the escarpment on the south-east side of town.  It’s 
massive old brick home had sat empty for many years, but, despite several offers in the 
past, the family was reluctant to sell. Bill and Louise came along at the right time and 
were able to purchase the property.  When wandering the property to get a feel for it, 
they discovered an overgrown orchard in the back behind the house, the fruit trees and 
shrubs in various states of decay and the grass among them as tall as 3 feet. Then they 
began to see something else, lilies. It was the proverbial “secret garden”. They soon 
realized they had something special on their hands. They knew they were Ed’s lilies but 
didn’t realize the historic value of them. They created a huge fenced in garden bed 
devoted only to the lilies and painstakingly dug up and moved every one they could 
find from the orchard. They also extended their search into the trees to the west and 
down the hill towards the old Robinson house which was, by then, abandoned and in a 
state of deterioration.  Eventually they had filled the huge garden to capacity with 
their discoveries. They tended the lilies lovingly until 2006 when they became too much 
for them to handle.  The writer (daughter of Bill and Louise) was asked if she would 
consider taking the lilies as she was already an avid gardener and owned a huge yard. 
The answer was a resounding “yes!” Now, ten years later, those lilies still reside in the 
writer’s garden, another source of some of Ed’s lost lilies. 
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     There was a beautiful article written by David Braddell in the Brandon Sun, 
Wednesday, September 25, 1974. It is the way the Robinson property should be 
remembered: 

     “A visit to the Gaybird Nurseries hosted by owners Mr. and Mrs. Ed Robinson of 
Wawanesa highlighted the September field trip of the Brandon Natural History 
Society.  

     A tour of the 6 ½ acre property where fruit, flowers and bees provide livelihood and 
pleasure for the owners led over sloping lawn, criss-crossing orchard paths and along 
twisting trails that laced a riot of growth, sizes and color. Over 100 varieties of trees, 
shrubs and flowering plants make up this sanctuary and garden where 30 years of 
labour and love evolved a haven of Sylvan variety and beauty. 

     In a north-facing shaded patch, bergenia vied with variegated goutweed or bishop’s 
hat; evergreen fern complemented jack-in-the-pulpit while numerous other species 
flourished alongside. On higher, flatter ground, apple, crabapple, pear, plum and 
different cherry trees, some as much as 50 years old, offer colourful contrast to rows or 
scatterings of ponderosa pine, lodgepole pine, red pine, white spruce, blue spruce, 
tamarack, red maple, sugar maple, European ash, scrub oak and various other common 
and uncommon species of trees. 

     Brilliant natural beauty appeared in wild grape festooning sun-drenched oak trees, 
crimson flaming sumac recessed among blue spruce, pyramidal cedar standing over a 
scarlet-leaved poison ivy patch, a spineless hawthorn-cross bush and Virginia creeper 
outstretched as crimson arms on an oak”. 

                                      

 

Note:  Lilies are listed by the date of introduction, where possible, as recorded in the 
Royal Horticultural Society Lily Register, 2007 and supplements 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

Below are some more pictures of the legacy of Robinson lilies left to future growers. 
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Asiatics: 

          

                Mystic Sunshine                                Radiant Pink                                  The Earl                                    Candlestick  

  

                                                     

                                                                Prairie Pink                                           Summer Sun 

Martagons: 

 

                

             Red Mauve                                 African Safari                                               Red Sails                                         ERM 35 
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                       ERM 49                                                  ERM 76                                               M 76 

Others: 

 

             

                        Untitled 1                                              Untitled 2                                    Untitled 3                                 Untitled 4 

 

   

               Untitled 5                                         Untitled 6 
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                     ER 2                                                                                                     ER 5 

        

              ER 10                                 ER 6                                  ER 4                            ER 9 
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Some selections from writer’s garden: 

Martagons: 

 

                 

                      #6                                                #4                                                 #12                                               #14 

             

                         #9                                                     #10                                            #13 

Asiatics: 

 

                 

                     A1                                     A4                                   A5                                      A6 
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                      A7                                         A8                                          A9                                          A11 

 

              

                       A17                                          A18                                        A19                                       A21 

 

            

                        A20                                          A2                                     A12                                       A13 
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     If not for the care and efforts of Bill and Louise Waldon, the remainder of the 
Robinson’s lilies grown on the back of the Ferris property would have been lost to time. 
It is because of them that the writer’s private collection now has the opportunity to re-
establish itself and hopefully strengthen, multiply and eventually be available to other 
lily enthusiasts. Love and thanks to you both. 
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